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Unsung
heroes take
the family
town hall
spotlight

Gramps
Raising
Grands
MLK Day of
Service project

Close to 600 people received turkeys at the First Annual Fall Festival, Sat., Nov. 23.
Lynda Shorter
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — A
proud grandmother herself, Lynda Shorter is
happy to give back to the
community through her organization Gramps Raising
Grands, which is designed
to lend a helping hand to St.
Petersburg grandparents
that are raising their grandchildren.
Gramps Raising Grands
will participate in the MLK
Day of Service program
“Bridging the Gap,” which
will include 25 grandparents, approximately 50
grandchildren and 25-30
volunteers.
“An estimated 100 individuals will be a part of the
‘Bridging the Gap’ program,” Shorter said. “The
far-reaching goal is to enhance the lives of grandparents that are the permanent
See SERVICE, page 6



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The First Annual Fall Festival got underway last
Sat., Nov. 23, and it was a
big hit with families
across the city. About

1,500 people showed up
in the parking lot of the
Coquina Key Plaza, the
112,893 square-foot shopping center located at
4350 6th St. S., to partake
of some free entertainment, and of course, a
free turkey to roast for

their Thanksgiving Day
dinner.
“They were some big
ole’ turkeys,” said event
coordinator Jeff Copeland
when speaking about the
roughly 22 pound birds
he helped hand out to
needy families. “We had

Etta Tucket

to carry them to the car
for most ladies because
they were so big.”
With kids running
around enjoying the temporary carnival complete
with a rock wall, a meSee MLK, page 8

Gibbs presents Fall Dance Concert 2013
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
A majestic array of kaleidoscopic colors twirled,
leaped and glided across
the Grande Theatre at
Gibbs High School during its annual Fall Dance
Concert Wed., Nov. 13.
Performed by the
dance students of Pinellas County Center for the
Arts Dance Program and

choreographed
by
Suzanne Pomerantzeff
and Patricia Paige, Part
One of the production
was an excerpt from the
classical ballet masterpiece “Le Corsaire”
loosely based on the
poem “The Corsair” by
Lord Byron.
The story centers on
a male pirate who loses
the love of his life to a
slave trader. When the
See DANCE, page 12

Students performing at Gibbs’ Grande Theatre.

ST. PETERSBURG – “I
don’t have a life of my own
because I’m so busy providing for another family.”
That’s how Etta Tucker
sums up the challenge she
has in providing for her
daughter and grandchildren as cuts to their food
stamp allotment become
deeper.
Tucker retired as a
nurse after 38 years, and
her daughter is a single
parent who is unable to
work. The oldest child is a
13-year-old grandson, and
her granddaughters are
seven and 10 respectively.
She was just one of
more than a dozen participants who came to the
Enoch Davis Center last
Tues., Nov. 19 in the final
installment of the 2013
Family Town Hall Series
sponsored by For The
Family, Inc.
Other supporters included the St. Petersburg,
Clearwater-Dunedin and,
Hillsborough chapters of
the NAACP, AARP, the
Pinellas-Pasco and West

See HEROES, page 2




                                           

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Family Townhall meeting at Enoch Davis Center
From HEROES page 1

Central Florida Area Agencies on Aging Seniors In
Service and the Family Enrichment Center.
For The Family, Inc.
Administrator Ward Cox is
pleased by the results.
“I’m so happy that we
could let the community
know what vulnerable people are going through, because knowledge is the
first step in changing situations that nobody deserves. We’ll be able to do
even more once the series
resumes next spring.”
Meanwhile, Tucker recounted how she spends
thousands of dollars each
year so that her extended
family can make ends
meet.
“There are so many
things that they need;
everything from transportation to clothes to utilities. You’d think that
there’d at least be enough
for the basics, but it’s
nowhere near,” Tucker
said.
She is also deeply involved in making the community more responsive
to serving vulnerable people wherever she can. For
example, when Roy Cook
talked about how he fell
between the cracks when
it came to having enough
to eat after becoming ill
and homebound, Tucker
thought about how she
could get the local Nurses
Association to help prevent that kind of problem
for other people.
Cook described how
he was sick for two weeks
and temporarily unable to
participate in the Neighborly Care Network nutri-

tion program at Enoch
Davis. The former Marine
and Vietnam veteran
counted on Meals On
Wheels to fill that gap, but
its 21 day waiting list kept
that from happening.
“I was lucky to have
some military rations and
good friends, but it was really tough. When my
home health nurse asked
if I needed anything, I said
a burger would be real
nice,” Cook said.
His fellow congregation members from Bethel
Community
Baptist
Church eventually came
to the rescue after some
seriously anxious moments. Meanwhile, Cook
totally lost his $16
monthly food stamp allotment in November, which
stretches his monthly Social Security check even
tighter.
“It won’t keep me from
getting my van going
sooner or later. Then I’ll
be able to do odd jobs and
volunteer for Meals On
Wheels,” he stated.
Carrie Heard is another person who is having trouble surviving on
her monthly disability payments in the wake of food
stamp cuts. The 72-yearold retiree needs cataract
surgery and has other
health issues. She also relies on the nutrition program at Enoch Davis, and
asks “is there anyone who
really cares about seniors
in the USA?”
Alma Kicklighter is
certainly one senior who
cares about others. She
founded
GHETTREAL
Community Services so

that south Pinellas residents could be easily
tested for HIV and AIDS.
She has funded the
agency out of her own
pocket ever since its state
grant was not renewed in
2008.
“With the increased
number of positive tests
we’re having, folks don’t
know the facts. I do it to
save lives through prevention,” Kicklighter explained.
The state grant was
based on GHETTREAL
testing about 300 residents a year, but it tested
731 people in both 2011
and 2012. Kicklighter said
the 2013 figure will be
even higher.
Her agency also facilitates counseling and follow-up medical care when
needed. The Rock of
Jesus Missionary Baptist
Church furnishes a rentfree office (though Kicklighter pays all utilities
and security costs), and
the state provides education and testing materials
(though no funding).
One fact that the Family Town Hall Series abundantly demonstrates is
that personal vulnerability
is not just tied to income,
but to unpredictable circumstances that can happen to most people at a
moment’s notice. The
same situation exists for
agencies that serve vulnerable people.
To learn more about
how your voice can be
heard as the Series resumes in 2014, contact For
The Family at (813) 6535239 or at Alfolk@aol.com.
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By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing parental and
community engagement
A few weeks ago, I received a request by the Family Involvement Network of Educations (FINE), a Harvard
Research Project, to participate in a live
interactive interview. At the time I was
approached for the interview I was apprehensive and excited to have this opportunity.
The fact that I was considered was
humbling — Bless the Lord! The following are several of the questions and my
responses.
Q. We, (Harvard Research Project),
released a several FINE issues on family
engagement. What are some specific ways
you have applied ideas from the issues of
FINE to your work?
A. I serve with a local communitybased organization called Parent Support for Education, Inc. (PSFEC) and we
have graciously used your ideas to develop a written plan for increasing
parental/community engagement. We
have held nine education summits dealing with increasing parental engagement and have shared our ideas with the
local school district over the past three
to five years.
Q. How, if at all, have you experienced
a change in mindset or a change in practice based on ideas in these issues?
A. During my interaction with community, school district, churches, etc., I
was surprised the “lip service” with little
discernible investment resources and of
evidence of increasing family/community engagement.
Q. We are working on ways to make
FINE more interactive to improve how
we discuss family engagement issues,
share promising practices, and connect
our readers. If you received an invitation
to participate in a listserv, what types of
people (roles, age of interest) would you
be happy to engage with on that listserv?
A. Professionals and community people who have physically worked with
and interacted with the people they attempting to serve, grassroots and parents who on the “front line.”
Q. If you received an invitation to participate in a learning module, who/what
types of people would you want to be in the
module with you as “classmates?”
Who/what types of people would you want
as course instructors?
A. Church members and leaders,
grassroots and parents who are on the
“front line” and are sensitive to the
plight and needs of families.
Q. As we test out these new ways of engaging with our audience, we are looking
for people to provide feedback on their experiences. If you participated in an event,
how willing would you be to fill out a
short survey at the end of an event and
participate in a quick interview with us
the day after an event?
A. Given my church ministerial duties and community engagement the

short survey at the end of an event.
NOTE: Several days after the Harvard’s interview I was provided with a
“draft” copy of Pinellas County Schools
Family and Community Engagement
Plan; however, at this early date the plan
is in the process of being implemented
and no appreciable data will be available
until hopefully by February 2014. It is
anticipated that the school district will
share an update with the community.
My hope is that the school district
will focus on the following areas as suggested.
• Increased academic performance,
• Increased attendance,
• More positive behaviors,
• Less discipline issues,
• Student advancement and
placement in higher-level
courses/programs
• Increased graduation rates
Pinellas County Schools Climate
needs to increased and improved interaction between students and schools,
feelings of connectedness, involvement,
support and improved relationships.
I know that significant improvement
can be attained in the above areas because we can do it better together
(church, community. families and
schools)!
However, I caution against developing a plan absent of each school’s local
community. (Parents, churches, community, community based organizations
whose focus in primarily to increase
family engagement).
Previously, focus has been on programs instead of actual family engagement.
(Example: An elementary school
with 600 students should have 600 family/parent engaged at a rate of 100 percent)
This can be done if the plan is developed by both the community and
school.
Evaluation
Closing the “Pipeline to Prison” must
start at the beginning of the pipeline—
the elementary school level. Especially
the schools in south St. Petersburg that
have been identified by the Florida Department of Education as F, D, or C.
Pastor Rainey is the President of the
Parent Support For Education Council,
Inc., Chairman JWB South County Community Council and also serves as Outreach Pastor for Faith Memorial MB
Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner, Senior
Pastor. Pastor Rainey may be contacted:
mrainey390@verizon.net or call (727)
420-1326
The Parent Council meets every third
Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at
the Resource Center, located at 1800 18th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg, adjacent to Faith
Memorial Missionary Baptist Church.
The community is welcome.
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By Jon Wilson

Thanksgiving in St. Petersburg

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
LEMA CONSTRUCTION WILL BE ACCEPTING BID PROPOSALS ON BEHALF
OF ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE FOR THEIR NEW MIDTOWN CENTER, SITE 16
Bids for furnishing all labor, material and performing all work necessary and incidental to the completion
of the bid packages shall be for;
MEP PACKAGE ONE:
Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing and Fire Sprinkler
Three (3) sets of sealed proposals along with checklist and proof of bonding capacity must be received by
LEMA Construction at 10001 16th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33716, by 9:00am on the 23rd day
of December 2013. Any bids received after the above date and time or delivered to a different address or
location will not be considered. Only qualified subcontractor bid proposals will be reviewed. There will be
a list of the minimum requirements posted on www.lemaconstruction.com and will be an integral part of
the bid proposal packet. There will be a Beneficial Community Impact (BCI) goal of 30% or more included
but not limited to SBE’s MBE’s & WBE’s participation.
LEMA Construction and St. Petersburg College will review bid proposals and select the subcontractor or
vendor based on the combination of their BCI, Base Bid and overall bid proposal. The College is seeking
to have the most positive impact possible on the local community.
Qualified bidders will be provided three (3) pre-marked envelopes with the following information to be
used for bid proposals;
Attn: St. Petersburg College
Bid: Midtown Center, Site 16
Title: MEP Package One
Trade: (Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing, or Fire Sprinkler)
Your Company Name

Thanksgiving Day often is a time for
reminiscence. On this day, here is a
compendium of St. Petersburg events
harvested from old newspaper clips, one
of which is more than 100 years old, and
one of which lives on to the present day.
All the events happened on or near
Thanksgiving in the years noted.
In 1963: Rev. Enoch Davis, Second
Bethel Baptist Church, was the host
minister at a joint Thanksgiving service
among several churches. Among those
participating were New Hope Baptist,
Travellers Rest Baptist, Bethel AME and
Mt. Zion Progressive Baptist.
Meanwhile, LeeAnna Boynton, Valeria Berrian, Rose Marshall and Ida Bell
Robinson, members of the community’s
tuberculosis committee, launched a
Christmas project to provide gifts for patients at the Southwest Florida Tuberculosis Hospital.
From 1953: Mrs. Alberta Green,
president of the City Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs, was appointed
chair of the 1953 NAACP Christmas
Seals Drive. Named to work with her
were Mrs. Janie Jackson, the Rev. F.E.
Sneed, Mrs. Gertrude Abrams, Mrs.
Lessie Bell, Mrs. Eunice Postell and
Mrs. Lucy Hart.
Elnora Oliver, Miss Gibbs High
School, and Mildred McCoy, Miss
Homecoming, were named to represent
St. Petersburg in the 21st Annual Orange Blossom Football Classic in
Miami.
Santa Claus and his helpers tossed
hundreds of chocolate kisses to children
during a parade through the community.
Newspaper reports said excitement
reached its highest pitch during a stop
at 22nd Street South and Ninth Avenue.
Here’s an interesting episode going
all the way back to 1911: Elder Jordan
Sr., who would have been about 60 years
old at the time of this incident, was accused of beating up a white man who insulted Jordan’s wife Mary.
Mayor Albert Blocker was the presiding court officer and heard Jordan’s
testimony that the man repeatedly tried
to talk to Mrs. Jordan, finally coming up
on the couple from behind. Blocker at

first sentenced Jordan to 30 days of
street labor, but immediately rescinded
the sentence and simply fined Jordan
$10 plus court costs.
An Evening Independent story said
that Jordan was widely known and respected in St. Petersburg as an industrious worker and entrepreneur. At the
time, he was also working as a porter at
the Floronton Hotel downtown. Jordan
has become revered as an early AfricanAmerican pioneer and benefactor.
The week before Thanksgiving in
1951, Gibbs biology department chair,
Mrs. M.F. Hart, organized a trip for the
10th grade students to the Tarpon
Springs sponge docks. Students got to
watch the sponge divers in action.
In 1959: Isaiah W. Williams and
Phillip Williams began planning a massive voter registration drive they hoped
would reach 10,000 unregistered citizens. Six ward leaders and 30 district
leaders were expected to be named at a
meeting at the Fannye Ayer Ponder National Council of Negro Women chapter
house on Ninth Avenue South.
Meanwhile, Mrs. Annie Lee McCants was named Mrs. Jordan Elementary Parent-Teacher Association and
Mrs. Vivian Small was named her attendant at a special tea. The pair reported
the most contributions during a membership drive. The event also netted 200
prospective members and $359 for special projects.
And finally, in 1973: The late Rosa
Jackson decided to begin offering her
free Thanksgiving dinner to those in
need. She initially used her own money,
but later sought donations. Mrs. Jackson said she got the idea for the dinner
after experiencing a vision while sitting
on her porch.
She died in 1996, and her grandson
Darryl Jones and his mother Eloise
Jones continued the event. It was put on
hold in 2010, but was renewed in 2011.
Darryl Jones died earlier his year,
but his family is carrying on the tradition for at least another year. It will take
place this year 1-3 p.m. Thanksgiving
Day at the Campbell Park Recreation
Center, 601 14th St. S.

Interested Bidders may obtain bid packet with specific trade proposals beginning November 27th 2013, by
contacting LEMA Construction at 727-563-0298. You can also request a bid packet by sending an email to
spcmidtown@lemaconstruction.com. There will be a public Mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting on December
12, 2013, at 2:00pm in room 107, at St. Petersburg College Midtown Center, located at 1048 22nd Street
South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712. At this meeting, Lema will go over the scope of work and answer questions.
Any questions after the meeting will have to be sent to above email address and will be shared publicly.
St. Petersburg College will have the final approval on the selected contractor and reserves the right to
reject any and all bids.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
LEMA CONSTRUCTION WILL BE ACCEPTING BID PROPOSALS ON BEHALF
OF ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE FOR THEIR NEW MIDTOWN CENTER, SITE 16
Bids for furnishing all labor, material and performing all work necessary and incidental to the completion
of the bid packages shall be for;
STRUCTURAL PACKAGE ONE:
Structural Concrete, Masonry, Metals and Elevator
Three (3) sets of sealed proposals along with checklist and proof of bonding capacity must be received by
LEMA Construction at 10001 16th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33716, by 9:00am on the 23rd day
of December 2013. Any bids received after the above date and time or delivered to a different address or
location will not be considered. Only qualified subcontractor bid proposals will be reviewed. There will be
a list of the minimum requirements posted on www.lemaconstruction.com and will be an integral part of
the bid proposal packet. There will be a Beneficial Community Impact (BCI) goal of 30% or more included
but not limited to SBE’s MBE’s & WBE’s participation.
LEMA Construction and St. Petersburg College will review bid proposals and select the subcontractor or
vendor based on the combination of their BCI, Base Bid and overall bid proposal. The College is seeking
to have the most positive impact possible on the local community.
Qualified bidders will be provided three (3) pre-marked envelopes with the following information to be
used for bid proposals;
Attn: St. Petersburg College
Bid: Midtown Center, Site 16
Title: Structural Package One
Trade: (Concrete, Masonry, Metals, or Elevator)
Your Company Name
Interested Bidders may obtain bid packet with specific trade proposals beginning November 26th 2013, by
contacting LEMA Construction at 727-563-0298. You can also request a bid packet by sending an email to
spcmidtown@lemaconstruction.com. There will be a public Mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting on December
12, 2013, at 4:00pm in room 107, at St. Petersburg College Midtown Center, located at 1048 22nd Street
South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712. At this meeting, Lema will go over the scope of work and answer questions.
Any questions after the meeting will have to be sent to above email address and will be shared publicly.
St. Petersburg College will have the final approval on the selected contractor and reserves the right to
reject any and all bids.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
LEMA CONSTRUCTION WILL BE ACCEPTING BID PROPOSALS ON BEHALF
OF ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE FOR THEIR NEW MIDTOWN CENTER, SITE 16
Bids for furnishing all labor, material and performing all work necessary and incidental to the completion
of the bid packages shall be for;
SITE PACKAGE TWO:
Curbs, Stabilizing, Base, Pavement, Signing and Striping
Three (3) sets of sealed proposals along with checklist and proof of bonding capacity must be received by
LEMA Construction at 10001 16th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33716, by 9:00am on the 23rd day
of December 2013. Any bids received after the above date and time or delivered to a different address or
location will not be considered. Only qualified subcontractor bid proposals will be reviewed. There will be
a list of the minimum requirements posted on www.lemaconstruction.com and will be an integral part of
the bid proposal packet. There will be a Beneficial Community Impact (BCI) goal of 30% or more included
but not limited to SBE’s MBE’s & WBE’s participation.
LEMA Construction and St. Petersburg College will review bid proposals and select the subcontractor or
vendor based on the combination of their BCI, Base Bid and overall bid proposal. The College is seeking
to have the most positive impact possible on the local community.
Qualified bidders will be provided three (3) pre-marked envelopes with the following information to be
used for bid proposals;
Attn: St. Petersburg College
Bid: Midtown Center, Site 16
Title: Site Package Two
Your Company Name
Interested Bidders may obtain bid packet with specific trade proposals beginning November 25th 2013, by
contacting LEMA Construction at 727-563-0298. You can also request a bid packet by sending an email to
spcmidtown@lemaconstruction.com. There will be a public Mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting on December
11, 2013, at 2:00pm in room 107, at St. Petersburg College Midtown Center, located at 1048 22nd Street
South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712. At this meeting, Lema will go over the scope of work and answer questions.
Any questions after the meeting will have to be sent to above email address and will be shared publicly.
St. Petersburg College will have the final approval on the selected contractor and reserves the right to
reject any and all bids.
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Full circle ‘Thanksgiving’ fellowship CRA workshop focuses on
at Henderson’s Soda Fountain
economic development
ST. PETERSBURG After your Thanksgiving
meal, Pastors Edgar and
Sarah Edwards invite you
to join them in celebrating
the grace and mercies of
God for their ‘full circle’
moment of life, love and
light that started from the
former Jesse Henderson’s
Soda Fountain where they
met in high school over a
banana split.
Come hear their testimony of how they
courted, married and
were divorced for 17
years, and yet God had
mercy. He saved them and
healed their marriage.

They are planning on renewing their vows there
but later in order to incorporate their ministry’s anniversary.
You are encouraged to
share your testimonies as
well of how Mr. Henderson’s Soda Fountain impacted your life. They
could have never imaged
that they would be overseeing today a Christian
Cultural Empowerment
Center in that same space.
Offerings are coffee,
ice cream, and of course
the banana split and more.
Who: Pastor Edgar
and Sarah Edwards

BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

Pastor Sarah Edwards
What: Celebration of
love
Where: The Crossing
Point, 900 22nd St. S.
When: Thurs., Nov. 28
Time: 7 p.m.

CONA gets first black president
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Council of Neighborhood
Associations
(CONA) elected Lisa
Wheeler-Brown president
of the St. Petersburg umbrella organization for
neighborhood associations Nov. 20.
At the Wednesday
night meeting, there was
overwhelming support for
Wheeler-Brown and her
slate of candidates.
“As
president
of
CONA, it is my desire to
get CONA back to its mission statement. I intend to
do this by focusing on
uniting the neighborhoods, bringing more
awareness to public
safety, promoting communication and creating
working
relationships
with the police department and our local government,”
said
Wheeler-Brown.
She went on to explain
how there has been a
huge divide in CONA and
how she plans to work on
breaking down those barriers so that the organization can focus and work
together towards one
common goal: uniting St
Petersburg, north, south,
east and west.
“This is not an impossible task for CONA to ac-

complish. It is important
to understand that each
neighborhood has a different need, some more
than others. If the neighborhood
associations
unite together to make
CONA stronger, it can
once again be that advocate for all of the neighborhoods in the city of St
Petersburg,” she continued.
Wheeler-Brown currently serves as the president
of
Wildwood
Neighborhood Association, chair of the Public
Safety for CONA and has
been involved with the organization for three years.
She is also a gun violence prevention advocate
and has heightened the
sensitivity for crime victims’ needs for justice,
raised the awareness on
the lasting effects of violence in the community,
launched a campaign
against the community’s
code of silence (the “no
snitching rule” that hampered police investigations) and worked for
justice in her son’s murder case.
The other members of
the team elected by acclamation are Mike Gulley
(first vice president), Ali
Montsho, (second vice

Lisa Wheeler-Brown
president), Faye Jackson
(treasurer) and Judy Landon (secretary).
CONA is committed
to maintaining its stature
as a leading community
organization for building a
safe, high quality and
seamless city in order to
meet the current and future needs of our diverse
community. The vital role
CONA plays in strengthening and advocating for
neighborhoods through
our many initiatives and
activities contributes to a
city of neighborhoods offering quality of life, and
embracing mutual respect
and appreciation among
all peoples.
For more information,
contact Lisa Wheeler
Brown (727) 565-7756,
lisab0725@gmail.com, or
visit www.conastpete.org.

ST. PETERSBURG —
The City of St. Petersburg
held a workshop on economic and business development for the Southside
Community
Redevelopment Area Plan (CRA) planning efforts Nov. 14, at the
St. Petersburg campus of
Pinellas Technical Education Center (pTEC).
The workshop, one of
two remaining in 2013, was
aimed at dealing with the
revitalization of south St.
Petersburg, and is a part of
a series of educational programs organized to provide
the groundwork for creating the city’s CRA plan as
well as Agenda 2010 and
Agenda 2020 Plans that are
proposed for adoption in
2014.
The Southside St. Petersburg revitalization effort was initiated by
Agenda 2010 and Beyond
and the NAACP, with the
support of Mayor Bill Foster, City Council Chair Karl
Nurse, the City Council as
well as Pinellas County
Commissioner Ken Welch,
who has proactively promoted this initiative before
his colleagues on the
County Commission.
CRA Coordinator Rick
Smith discussed the plans
key approaches to economic development, which
includes entrepreneurship,
business retention, business attraction and marketing and “placed based,” a
specialized concentrated effort. The business intelligence, incentives and
finance piece will monitor
economic, jobs and business data and administer

economic development incentive programs.
“Economic
development is not merely job creation but a myriad of
things,” Smith said. “Eighty
percent of the jobs created
are through business retention and not through business attraction.”
Business incentive programs based on a company’s location in the city
are available and interested
parties should contact the
city to determine the locations as well as what incentives are available to
stimulate economic development. Some incentives
include tax breaks, variations, and state and federal
contract awards.
Placed based revitalization initiatives include projects and partnerships such
as identified community redevelopment areas, Florida
Main Streets, special area
plans, Florida Brownfields
and Florida Enterprise
Zones.
Three special area plans
already being worked on
are the Greater Childs Park
plan, the Midtown planning
and the Central Avenue Revitalization plan. These existing plans will be weaved
into the CRA once it is
adopted. Some incentives
will require the applicant to
submit some capital, but
largely all businesses are
eligible for the Florida Enterprise Zone tax incentives.
There is one workshop
remaining, which will be
held Dec. 4 and will deal
with Housing and Neighborhood Revitalization. The
workshop will begin at 6
p.m. in Room G-8 at the St.

Rick Smith
Petersburg campus of
pTEC, located at 901 34th
St. S.
The public is encouraged to get involved as the
city continues to need citizen’s input for its proposal
to get a CRA designation
for south St. Petersburg
which would set aside a
percentage of increased
revenues from annual property taxes for development
of blighted areas located
specifically on the south
side of the city.
This ongoing funding
stream of tax payers’ dollars will allow the city to establish what is known as a
Tax Increment Financing
(TIF) program that will
fund acquisition of land and
capital improvements to
support economic development projects. TIF is a public financing method used
for redevelopment, infrastructure and other community
improvement
projects throughout Florida
and other states.
For more information
on the revitalization effort,
please contact CRA Coordinator Rick Smith at 727-8937106.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A season of Thanksgiving
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Staff Writer

Oh, what a difference one year makes. It seems just a short time ago that we were
contemplating the specialness of the holidays. Now, here we are again. Is Thanksgiving
any more special this year than last? A blended audience of people were surveyed and
asked: “What does Thanksgiving mean to you?” Their responses were interesting as
we share them with you.

Leola Bouie
“Thanksgiving is a
time of expressing
love and sharing
time with the
family.”

Bethel AME celebrates anniversary
ST. PETERSBURG Bethel AME celebrated
its 119th Church Anniversar y Nov. 17 with
the theme of “Unmovable, sustained, protected
and
kept
through it all.”

Guest
speakers
were Pastor Rodney
Smith of Parks Chapel
AME
Church
in
Dothan, Ala. for the
mor ning worship ser vice
and
Presiding
Prelate Bishop A.J.

Richardson of the AME
Eleventh Episcopal District Florida and the
Commonwealth of the
Bahamas for the afternoon.
A good time was enjoyed by all.

Darryl P. Morris
Matthew Williams
“Thanksgiving bring
“Thanksgiving is a time
people together, reunite
to fellowship with
the family, forget about
friends, family and
the past and enjoy each appreciate what God has
brought us through –
other today. Praise God for
the good and the bad.”
the things he’s done.”
L to R - Rev. Bryant Fayson, Pastor Bethel AME, Mrs. Connie Speights
Richardson-Episcopal Supervisor (Bishop’s wife) and The Right Rev. Adam
Jefferson Richardson, Presiding Bishop

Eddie Sharp
“Thanksgiving is a
time to celebrate and
bring happiness for the
whole family.”

Jae’ Mahrion Adams
“Thanksgiving mean
eating Turkey!”

Janae Melvin
“Thanksgiving is a
time to be with family.
To bestow on them the
love that we share.”

                       

L to R Pastor Rodney
Smith,
Rev. Bryant
Fayson
and
Askia
Muhammad
Aquil
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Academy Prep head of school
stepping down
ST. PETERSBURG —
Leanne Howard is stepping down as Head of
School at Academy Prep
Center of St. Petersburg
after three years in her
leadership role and 13
years on staff. She will remain at Academy Prep
through the school year,
May 31, 2014, and is playing an active role in the recruitment
of
her
replacement to insure a
smooth and successful
transfer in leadership.
Academy Prep of St.
Petersburg Board Chair
Joe Bourdow said, “The
Board is grateful to
Leanne and will be sad to
see her go. Because of Ms.
Howard’s
leadership,
Academy Prep is fully enrolled and continues to uphold its remarkable record
of placing graduates into
high quality private,
boarding and magnet high
schools and supporting
them through college. We
look forward to Ms.
Howard’s counsel and continued involvement in the
future.”
Prior to her son’s birth,
her intent was to return
after her maternity leave
as head of school on a fulltime basis. But as much as
she embraced her role
and duties serving as head
of school, she could not
predict how drastically her
world would change once
her son entered the home.
As a first-time parent, she
now fully understands the
time and effort that it
takes to raise her son.
“I’m blessed to lead a
team of faculty and staff
that works tirelessly to
serve our students and
families – up to six days a
week, 11 hours a day, 11
months a year. Working at
Academy Prep is a calling
that takes unique, missiondriven individuals who are
ready and able to dedicate
the time and energy re-

MLK Day of Service project: Gramps Raising Grands
From SERVICE, page 1

Lynda Shorter reads to granddaughter Azariah.

Leanne Howard, left, stands with
Linda Marcelli.
quired to successfully
guide our students and
graduates. What we do
here is remarkable and is
evidenced by the numerous stories of success and
outstanding results that
we can profess,” Howard
finished.
With Howard’s full
support and involvement,
Academy Prep Center of
St. Petersburg will conduct an extensive recruitment campaign to attract a
field of quality candidates
for this important leadership role.
Academy Prep Center
of St. Petersburg is a college preparatory middle
school located in south St.
Petersburg. The mission
of Academy Prep, a
501(c)(3) non-profit organization, is to inspire and
empower students qualifying for need-based schol-

arships to be future community leaders through a
rigorous middle school
program coupled with ongoing graduate support.
Students attend Academy Prep up to 11 hours a
day, six days a week, 11
months per year on full
scholarships provided by
the local community.
Upon graduation, students are provided graduate support services
throughout high school
and college. Ninety-one
percent of all Academy
Prep’s high school graduate-aged alumni have high
school diplomas, while
less than 50 percent of
their counterparts graduate from Pinellas County
high schools.
To learn more, visit
http://academyprep.org/
stpete.

caregivers of their grandchildren.”
There will be workshops at a local community
center, to be announced,
where members of the program will provide a luncheon. They will also
distribute useful items
along with a resource directory to all grandparents on
hand.
The mission of Gramps
Raising Grands is to focus
on the areas of personal
health, finance, legal issues, needed resources
and the importance of communicating effectively to a
third generation.
“These goals can help
to provide grandparents
and their grandchildren
with opportunities for more
stability, security, guidance,
support and success,” she
explained.
Shorter feels that she
didn’t choose the day of
service project so much as
it chose her.
“This is my chosen life.
It is my commitment to

help other grandparents
like myself, where help is
needed. After I turned 50 I
realized that I am now starting to live my passion and
my purposes in this life—
and loving it!”
Shorter was a full-time
graduate student at Walden
University while raising her
granddaughter Azariah,
and has just published her
first children’s book entitled “Black Inventions: Our
Children’s Guide through
American History.” Understandably, her plate had
been full for some time.
“Now it’s time to give
back,” she said, “to serve
within my community as I
have always done in the
cities in which I lived.”
Though born and raised
in St. Pete, Shorter has
lived in Atlanta, Daytona
Beach and Long Beach,
Calif. before moving back
to her hometown two years
ago. Some of her community services in these various locations have included
mentoring children with in-

carcerated parents, serving
Meals on Wheels on a
weekly basis and serving
the homeless.
She has also played an
active role in coordinating
MLK city festivals and programs, and her admiration
for Dr. King is apparent.
“There are so many
things that I admire about
Dr. King and his philosophy,” Shorter said. “He did
not live in fear. Awesome
orator. Had a dream. Had
an awesome team and a
great wife by his side.
Loved his people. Stood for
what was right. My list
goes on. This is the first
time that we are going to be
a part of the MLK Day of
Service in the city of St.
Pete, and I am so thankful
to be able to serve and give
back. To be a part of what
Dr. King stood for, be a part
of his legacy. Just thankful.”
For more information,
please call (727) 378-2075
or email questions to
grampsandgrands@gmail.c
om
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NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org









 
  
 










 
 
 

Dr. Frogue’s
Hair Styling
Relaxer retouch with
haircut and/or
demi permanent color
ONLY $55 (Reg. $80)
Expires Nov. 31, 2013
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Commemorating the Season of Giving

 


BY TOM PACKER

ST. PETERSBURG –
Eta Rho Chapter, Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity kicked
off its Annual Thanksgiving
Basket Giveaway Nov. 25,
by donating to 20 deserving families turkeys with all
the trimmings.
This year marks the
22nd year the chapter has
participated in this worthwhile expression of support
for the communities of
south St. Petersburg. The
men of Eta Rho throughout
the year share in many activities aimed at improving
the lives of its fellow citizens. Part of the chapter’s
planning is community outreach to build partnerships
that aid in serving those in
need.
Eta Rho Chapter is one
of several graduate chapters in the bay area that
consistently research the

Courtesy of

The men of Eta Rho Chapter
needs of economically challenged areas and plan
yearly to improve the general welfare of those that

live within.
Chapter members are
encouraged to be on the
lookout for community

projects, such as street
cleanup, house painting,
and playground upgrades.

ChurchAlertz can replace
tasks for much less. ChurchAlertz



    

        
    



     



will get any message across instantly at the touch of a button. And
because people read their texts,
you’ll reach a greater percentage of
your audience with your information! You can even include a direct
link to a phone number, email address or web site so that recipients
can contact you instantly.
started

today

by

calling us toll-free at 855-425-3789
and let us show you how you can
increase your sales and lower costs
with

ChurchAlertz.

      
      

        

 


 
      



      

    
      
 


     


many costly and timeconsuming

Get

 


Or

simply Text ALERTZ to 55469
(555444 in Canada) and a representative will contact you directly.

To be a foster parent, you can be
single or married, have a family
of your own or be an “emptynester.” For more information,
call the Eckerd Recruitment Line
toll-free at 1-866-233-0790.

      

BUSINESS DIRECTORY



CHURCH MUSICIAN WANTED
EXPERIENCED CHURCH MUSICIAN
desired to work with Adult Choirs and Youth Choir
Rehearsals scheduled Tuesdays and Thursdays
Worship Services
7:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. every Sunday
Must be available for church fellowship engagements.
Send resume to: Trustee Board, St. John M.B. Church
3200 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

   





  


SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

  



 

 

 


 






   



LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg

        

(Across from Wendy’s)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The First Annual Fall Festival
From MLK , page 1

chanical bull, pony rides
and bouncy houses, the
festival was definitely a hit
with those under 12.
But what does that
have to do with a free
turkey
giveaway?
Copeland explained the
idea was to give local families a chance to unwind
and take a few hours off of
their financial and personal
problems that tend to
plague them at this time of
the year. Not just show up,
grab a free turkey and go.
“We didn’t want to
make it seem like we were
just giving out food to people who needed food,”
Copeland explained. “We
wanted to give them an experience when they came
out.”
A motorcycle contest
was also held with a trophy
and $250 cash prize going
to the coolest customized
bike and the coolest street
ride at the festival.
The point? To bring a
new experience to the
Southside residents, especially the children, and
give them a look into a culture they may not otherwise experience.
With free refreshments to quench thirsts in
the afternoon heat and a
myriad of other events,
such as a raffle that produced winners of two 32inch flat screen television
sets, the Fall Festival was
also a hit among the older
crowd as well.
“People and kids were
everywhere,”
said
Copeland who got together
with the Southside Lawyer,
James Flynn and Blake
Larocca of Larocca Injury
Centers here in St. Petersburg. Active in the Clearwater area putting on
similar events, both Flynn
and Larocca joined forces
with Copeland to bring
their generosity home to
St. Pete where they all
have area businesses.
Copeland also spoke
with Mayor-elect Rick
Kriseman whose campaign
pledge of “One town, one
voice” fit in with what the
trio was trying to accomplish with the Fall Festival.
Kriseman promised his
support and helped out the
local community by show-

ing up with his son to pass
out turkeys and participate
in some of the events.
“The mayor did an awesome job as far as being
part of our community,”
said Copeland who was
happy to see Kriseman’s
son having fun along with
the other children at the
festival. He “didn’t just do a
cameo and walk around
and say, ‘Hi, I’m the
mayor.’ He actually stayed
the rest of the day with us
[and] gave out just as
many turkeys as anyone
else did.”
One step at a time is
Copeland’s motto. Executive Director of the Pinellas
Chapter of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) and a
member of Operation People for Peace, a national organization that reaches out
to the poor and voiceless,
Copeland believes he is
practicing the lessons he
once learned from his father, the late Bishop
Copeland – a well respected man of the church
in St. Petersburg.
“I’m trying to walk like
he walked and do the
things that he’s taught me
that I need to be doing,”
Copeland said, “because
he had a very giving spirit
and that’s kind of where I
am now with this whole
thing.”
The festivities continued from noon until four
with the crowd never letting up. Event sponsors
also arranged for $50 dollars to be given away every
10 minutes to whoever in
the crowd could get
through first to the Southside Lawyer Flynn or
Larocca with the Injury
Center. Each had the business number forwarded to
their
cell
phones.
Copeland stressed it was
all about giving people
something that they could
take away with them.
And although there
was no food at the event,
Copeland compared the atmosphere to a backyard
barbeque and is already
thinking about next year
where he is committed to
feeding thousands more.
“It will be a bigger,
more successful event,” he

promised. “You always
look to improve for the following year.”
But even though the
Fall Festival was quite successful in bringing together a community, it
didn’t go off without a
hitch. With plans dating
back to March, Copeland
thought he had all his
ducks in a row, but soon
found that they would be
limited to purchasing 500
turkeys, half of what they
had originally planned.
They also ran into
some problems with location. Initially scheduled to
host the event at the
Bartlett Park recreation
center, Copeland said he
was notified just a week
prior to the festival that
there were limitations.
“The city calls us and
tells us that the only thing
we can have at the park is
the bouncy house,” said
Copeland who knew that
would put a damper on
their plans. So he called up
his good friend Phil Farley,
owner of the Coquina Key
Plaza and never looked
back.
The turkey giveaway
was promoted through
local churches and area
businesses. Those in need
had to register for the free
birds ahead of time. Even
so, Copeland and his crew
passed out an additional
100 turkeys to walkups and
wish they could have done
more.
“We just wanted to feed
as many families as we possibly could,” said Copeland
who tries to shy away from
the spotlight and remain
humble in his endeavors to
help out those in need
around the community.
“When you’re a team
player you don’t look for
accolades and applauses.
I’m looking for a smile on
someone’s face who I gave
a turkey to.”
The SCLC will be sponsoring a free MLK breakfast Jan. 20 at the club
Nova 535 in honor of Dr.
Martin Luther King. But
for now, nearly 600 local
families can rest assured
knowing that they have a
giant bird waiting for them
to devour this Thanksgiving holiday.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
‘Black Nativity’

“Real Jazz Trio” Ignites Spark at
The Firehouse Cultural Center

BY DWIGHT BROWN
NNPA Film Critic

The Real Jazz Trio is a tight-knit jazz
group that sizzles and sparks when they
perform. If you enjoy jazz music and
live in south St. Petersburg, there’s no
doubt that you’ve heard of at least two of
the jazz musicians who make up this
outstanding group. This is a group that
actually functions without a leader; each
member addresses the audience in-turn
making it truly a democratic organization. By now, you’re asking, who are
they?
The Real Jazz Trio is comprised of internationally renowned pianist Kenny
Drew, Jr., the incredible former Ellington bassist John Lamb and the exhilarating drummer and big band leader Ken
Loomer. Together, they possess the
power to grab your attention with their
tight knit sound, holding your attention
from beginning to end with each of their
amazing talents.
Kenny Drew, Jr. is not only a musical
genius, but he is also an internationally
renowned jazz musician. He has
recorded 20 albums as a leader, and has
made numerous recordings performing
as a sideman. He has performed with
the who’s who in jazz, including Stanley
Jordan, Charlie Mingus Big Band,
Jimmy Heath, Slide Hampton and many
more; too many to list.
John Lamb is an exceptional jazz musician and educator. He possesses the
ability to play a number of instruments,
but most times, Lamb plays the string
bass. He is at home playing classical
music or jazz in any format including
Swing, Traditional, Bebop or Dixieland.
In 1964, he joined the legendary Duke
Ellington Orchestra, where he remained
until 1967.
Lamb has received several tributes
confirming the jazz community’s appreciation for his efforts in “Keeping Jazz
Alive.” Most recently, in March 2012,
the Jazz Club of Sarasota presented him
with a much-deserved tribute, the
“Satchmo Award” for his outstanding
contributions to the field of jazz.
Ken Loomer is a drummer’s drummer. His drum solos are simply awesome, causing an audience to snap,
crackle and pop with fingers and toes to
his beat. He was the first drummer ever
to be awarded the “Outstanding Soloist
Award” at the National Association of

Jazz Educators Jazz Festival - College
Division Players.”
Loomer has performed with many of
the top jazz musicians across the country, including trumpeter Clarke Terry,
multi-instrumentalist Ira Sullivan, vocalist Mose Allison, Tommy Dorsey Big
Band and many more. He also is the
leader of the Ken Loomer Big Band
comprised of 15 of the most talented jazz
musicians in the Tampa Bay area.
A few weeks ago, a concert at the
newest of jazz venues, the Firehouse
Cultural Center in Ruskin, the Real Jazz
Trio brought a taste of earthy and knittygritty jazz sounds to this quiet rural and
idyllic community.
Beginning their concert with the
tune “Someday My Prince Will Come,”
they followed with Miles Davis’ tune
“Solar,” which had Drew stretching out
in his dynamic piano style.
Next, the beautiful ballad, “I’m Getting Sentimental over You” captured the
audiences’ romantic side with Lamb’s
solo using his magical string bow causing a few audible wows from the attentive audience. This was followed by
Lamb once again stretching out on a
solo piece of “Yesterday,” a Beatles tune.
By now, one could see that the
sparks created by the trio were beginning to ignite bringing drummer
Loomer to the forefront during the trio’s
rendition of the Ellington tune, “Caravan.” His fiery drum solo was all that
was needed to completely set this brand
new venue on fire. It was at this time
that I sat back in my chair realizing I was
witnessing jazz history being made in
the quiet little town of Ruskin.
The Firehouse Cultural Center’s location is 101 1st Ave. N.E., Ruskin. For
tickets and info: (813) 645-7651. The
next concert in its jazz series takes place
on Fri., Dec. 13, starting at 7:30 p.m..
Visiting to perform “Joyful Jazz for the
Holidays” will be the Spring Hill Jazz
group Haferhouse Jazz Quartet.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback?
I would like to hear from YOU! You may
visit my website at: www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
or
email
me
at
jazzjamm@aol.com.

Black Nativity, a celebrated “gospel song-play”
by acclaimed poet/novelist/playwright Langston
Hughes, was first staged
in the 1950s with Alvin
Ailey and Carmen De
Lavallade. Director/writer
Kasi Lemmons (Eve’s
Bayou) adapts that piece
into a modern, urban musical/drama where characters seek to mend old
wounds and cleanse their
souls. The spirit of
Hughes’ work endures,
and the music from this
hybrid film will also.
A Baltimore single,
working mom (Jennifer
Hudson) and the teen son
she named Langston
(Jacob Latimore) have hit
the wall. Money is tight
and an eviction notice has
put a crimp in their holiday season. Knowing she
can no longer guarantee a
roof over his head, she
puts him on a bus headed
north to Harlem to stay
with his grandparents,
from whom she’s been estranged for years.
Upon his arrival,
Langston is to meet the
very stern and rigid Rev.
Cornell Cobbs (Forest
Whitaker) and his congenial wife, Aretha (Angela
Bassett). What should
have been an easy rendezvous goes awry, and New
York shows the boy its

cruel side. He’s arrested
and jailed. Welcome to
New York, city of hard
knocks – Christmas be
damned.
Turning a musical play
into a viable movie is a difficult task. Kasi Lemmons’
screenplay gallantly tries
to mold a classic dramatic
storyline involving a loving mother/son relationship, strained parent/adult
child conflict and an abandoned son searching for
his elusive father around
show tunes. In between
the drama, the cast
earnestly breaks out in
song. The effect is jarring.
It never quite blends effortlessly, like say Les
Misérables. You almost
wish the film had picked
either drama or music.
While you question the
overall format, what pulls
you through the process is
lively, energetic music that
expresses thoughts and
emotions the characters
think or feel. The musical
score
by
pop/soul
singer/musician Raphael
Saadiq (Precious) and cocomposer Laura Karpman
lifts spirits. Latimore,
Whitaker and Bassett
have decent voices, but it
is Hudson and a cameo by
Mary J. Blige that take the
music and the movie to a
higher level. The blend of
pop, soul and gospel is absolutely enchanting and
will make the film’s soundtrack a holiday classic.

Bassett‘s take on
Aretha feels a bit too theatrical for such a small
movie. Whitaker is more
in tune with his stern interpretation of the reverend. Hudson is sweet.
Lattimore shows great
strength and determination in a pivotal role.
Vondie Curtis Hall plays a
very wise pawnshop
owner. Tyrese, as a
smarmy jailbird, makes
you wish he appeared in
more movies. He’s got
what it takes.
Interspersed in the
plotline are two homeless
characters who wander
the streets of Harlem. She
is pregnant; he is a nurturing soon-to-be father. This
element puts the “Nativity” in the movie, but it
seems like an unnecessary device.
At the movie’s heart is
story of forgiveness that
transcends the holidays.
That’s evident as the characters try to come to
terms with old wounds
and learn life lessons. Says
Langston to his stressed
mom: “You’d rather leave
me here than forgive them
(her parents).” After the
final credits roll, you may
not remember specific trials and tribulations, but remembering the catchy
inspirational tunes such as
‘Rise Up’ sung by Mary J.
Blige, will put a smile on
your face that lasts past
the New Year.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389



 


 
     
  
  



The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship & Praise, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Prayer, Praise and Bible Study, Tuesdays, noon
Women’s Bible Study, Thursdays, 7 p.m.
Visible Voices Neighborhood Fellowship 3rd Mondays, 7 p.m.
Common Grounds Coffee House Ministry, Fridays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”


 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.



 
  

 





  
 
  



  





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Events for November
Nov. 28 - Thanksgiving
Day - be blessed.
Upcoming Events for December
Dec. 8 - Church Photo
taken for St. Mark Christmas

Card
Dec. 13 - Gift Wrap Fellowship 6:00 p.m.
Dec. 14 - Christmas with
the Community. Registration
10 - 11 a.m. Christmas with the
Community Program begins
at 11 a.m.
Dec. 21 - Christmas Presentation by the Music Department at 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 22 - Operation Love
Dec. 25 - Christmas Day
Leadership Meeting with
Pastor Brown and all Ministry
Leaders; Presidents, Vice
Presidents and Advisors.
Meeting Time: 7 p.m.
Nov. 28 - Thanksgiving
Day - Be blessed.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church”
2013 “Total Surrender, Total
Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. Worship,
Fellowship and Learn with us!
Happy Thanksgiving Day
from Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Pastor. Psalm 107:1
- O give thanks unto the Lord,
for he is good: for his mercy
endureth for ever.
Mark your calendar
Dec. 4 at 7 p.m.: FMBC ex-

tends a warm invitation to the
last 2013 Wednesday Night
L.I.V.E. (Living in Victory
Everyday). Holy Communion
will be served.
Dec. 31 at 9:45 p.m.: “To
God Be The Glory.” Watch
Night Service featuring The Dynamic Duo, Dr. Joseph Gordon,
Pastor Emeritus, New Pleasant
Grove Missionary Baptist
Church and Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Pastor, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church. We are
looking forward to seeing you
and your entire family.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll find

it through Jesus Christ. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship welcomes you to our open
doors. Friendships’ worship experiences are 7:45 a.m. and
10:45 a.m. Sunday Church
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Join us each Wednesday for
Noonday Bible Study or each
Wednesday
night
at
7 p.m. as we study in the book of
Mark - Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st Street South, Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

The Rock of Jesus MBC
The officers and members of The Rock of Jesus
Missionary Baptist Church
invite the entire community to
share with us as we honor
and celebrate the 11th Anniversary of our Pastor, Rev.
Frank W. Peterman, Jr., at an
appreciation banquet on Fri.,
Dec. 6, at 7 p.m. at The
Princess Martha, 411 1st Ave.
N., St. Petersburg.
The keynote speaker is
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Pastor of St. John Primitive
Baptist Church in Clearwater.
To purchase tickets, please
call the church office at 3270015 and leave a message and
someone will return your call.
This year’s theme is: “En-

during the Challenges of Ministry and Celebrating the Victory in Christianity” Scripture
Reference: Jeremiah 3:15 and
Philippians 4:13
The lineup for this year’s
anniversary celebration include the following Guest Pastor’s/Host Minister:
DATE
SERVICE
TIME GUEST
PASTORS/MINISTERCHURCH
Sun., Dec. 1, 10:30 a.m.
Rev. Jimmy McCloud The
Rock of Jesus
Sun., Dec. 1, 4 p.m. Rev.
Troy Adams New Jerusalem
M.B. Church
Mon., Dec. 2, 7 p.m. Apostle Roger Stroman, Jr. Abundant
Life
Ministries

Fellowship, Inc.
Tues., Dec. 3, 7 p.m. Rev.
Dr. Deborah R. Green Mt.
Calvary M.B. Church
Wed., Dec. 4, 7 p.m. Rev.
Dr. Manuel L. Sykes Bethel
Community Baptist Church
Thurs., Dec. 5, 7 p.m.
Rev. Dr. Wayne E. Wilson
United Community Church
Culmination
Services:
Sun., Dec. 8, 10:30 a.m. Rev.
Dr. Michael J. Johnson, Sr.
Sixth Avenue MB Church,
Pensacola, FL
Sun., Dec. 8, 5 p.m. Rev.
Earnest Jones Galilee M.B.
Church
Please come out and worship with us, as we fellowship
and celebrate God together.

Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

In all things give thanks
Life happens. No one can
control it by might, mind or
mangling. It is what it is and we
must play the hand that is dealt
to us to the best of our ability.
Applying what we do know
properly is vital. That’s called
“wisdom.” It’s only manifested
when we get proper understanding that the LORD is God
Almighty all by Himself. He is
who He says He is and has
completed his decree. Our unbelief has no effect on this reality. If you find yourself in a
situation that seems hopeless,
your potential is being suppressed, you’re in the midst of
people who don’t understand
you; misuse and/or abuse you.
You must give thanks in all
things.
We all have areas in our
lives we wish could be different. Be assured just because
one keeps repeating what they
want by saying it first, out loud
or displaying in the media,
does not make it true nor
cause it to come to past. You’re
confusing your words with
Gods power. Whenever I see
someone behaving in this manner reminds me of when I was
a child.
My brothers, my sister and
I would look up at the large
fluffy clouds floating overhead.
We would call out what they
looked like to us. “That’s a dog
with flapping ears running”
one might say. The other may
say, “no, it’s changing, it’s a
ball.” On and on for hours we
would entertain ourselves with

what we perceived that we
each had wanted those clouds
to be. Then we all became
bored because it was evident
that God’s wind carried the
clouds wherever it pleased
Him fulfilling His purpose.
We then began to play the
game “my car, your car.” When
a car passed by, we would have
to be the first one to claim it.
This was done by simply saying “that’s my car.” If more
than one car passed by at the
same time and the others were
not paying attention; we got to
say not only “that’s my car , but
we got to say ‘that’s your car.’”
The other person’s car was obviously the older, raggedy one.
We would laugh so hard sometimes because it made us feel
we were not only in control, we
were also controlling our sisters’ and brothers’ destiny.
When in actuality in our
naivety, we were covetous.
Years later, my brother
Carl returning home as a veteran protecting our country in
Germany, was murdered by a
black person who had ties with
the Cuban underworld on
22nd Street. My sister Peggy
succumbed to cancer. Yep! Life
happens. I grew up understanding that when I was a
child I acted like a child but
when I became an adult, I put
away childish things. As nothing in all the world is more dangerous than sincere ignorance
and conscientious stupidity.
I’ve been asked if God expects us to thank Him for

everything that happens to us
in life. Absolutely not! We’re to
give thanks in all things regardless. Anything God has
not purposed for us proceeds
from our vain imagination and
is a lie. No matter how difficult
the moment and no matter
how frustrated you become.
You can give thanks in all
things because God’s truth will
crush the earth and rise again
because no lie can live forever.
You shall reap what you sow.
Truth is on the scaffold; wrong
forever on the throne yet that
scaffold sways the future but
unknown behind them stands
God in the shadow keeping
watch above His own.
The arch of the moral universe is long but it bends towards justice. Yes, you can give
thanks in all things because
my eyes also have seen the
glory of the coming of the
LORD. He’s trampling out the
vintage where His grapes of
wrath are stored. He has loosened the faithful lighting of His
terrible swift sword (His
Word).
Truth is marching on. He
has sounded His trumpet to
those who will never call retreat. These are the days of Elijah. He’s shifting out the hearts
of people before His judgment
seat. Give Him thanks in all
things and see His glory revealed on your behalf. Oh be
swift to answer Him. Be jubilant with your feet as our God
is marching on [excerpts from
Dr. King Speech].

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
“Celebrating 85 years of
service in His name!”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Dec. 1 Recognizing World
AIDS Day
Dec. 3 – Generation restored Young Adult Ministry
Small Group Study, 7 p.m. in
the Youth Chapel, followed
by Generation restored
Young Adult Choir Rehearsal
at 8 p.m. in the main sanctuary.
Dec. 4 – Noonday Bible
Study.
Dec. 4 – Congregational
fellowship at Mt. Pilgrim 4001
5th Ave S. NO Evening Bible
Study

Reading and Math Enhancement Tutoring is now
available for grades K – 9th.
If your child is in need of tutoring in math, reading or improving their FCAT scores,
we can help. For meeting
times contact the church office.
Calling all Tuesday’s our
Male Chorus rehearsal takes
place at 7 p.m., in the main
sanctuary.
3rd Thursday of the
month – Men’s Unity Ministry – Calling all Men... The
Men’s Ministry invite you to
come out on the third Thursday of each month for their
unity fellowship and study of
“What a Man of God Should
Look Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts - Now
meeting the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month 7 p.m.,
CARE building, 1906 9th Ave.
S., For more information con-

tact Min. Keith Murphy at
727-289-6057.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news,
and more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE.
Visit our
BRAND NEW website and
let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
Join our email list and
have your weekly announcements and event updates delivered straight to your inbox.
Visit mzprogressive.org and
sign-up today.
For additional information on any of these announcements, please contact
the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church.
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Gibbs High School Fall Dance Concert
From DANCE , page 1

two star-crossed lovers reunite, a ferocious storm at
sea leaves them shipwrecked and the pirate
dies.
Part Two of the performance featured an array
of different dance styles

from classical ballet to hiphop and modern dance, to
even clogging.
The breathtaking performance exhibited the
skills of some of the most
promising future professional dancers in the bay

area. Freshmen, sophomore, junior and senior
dance students of the Pinellas County Center for the
Arts dance program displayed their talents to a delighted audience of parents,
friends and well-wishers.

Step up and serve
Join the local movement of people who choose to serve on Jan. 20, 2014 in honor of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day instead of just taking a day off.
With funding from the Florida Legislature, St. Petersburg College is collaborating
with an advisory committee of local citizens to encourage people of all ages to step
up and serve in our community.

Inspire others
Organize your club, friends, neighborhood, business, co-workers, school,
sorority or fraternity or place of worship and inspire others to make a difference
by serving others in St. Petersburg.

How you can get involved
If you have a service project, but don’t want to be considered for funding, let us
know and we can add you to our website so others can volunteer to serve with you.
Volunteer to serve in another group’s service project on the MLK Day of Service.
Become a donor or sponsor.

Funding Amounts
Service award - $5,000. This year, participants may be eligible to receive a Signature
Award up to $10,000 in additional funding if your project meets the criteria.

Contact us
727-341-4121 or 727-341-4130
MLK Day of Service, St. Petersburg College Allstate Center
3200 34th St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33711




MLK Day of Service
A Day On,
Not A Day Off
Monday, Jan. 20, 2014

